
 

Recalling information and discussing the story 

 Ask lots of ‘wh’ questions, such as Who? What? When? Where? Why? E.g 

 Where does the story take place?  

 Who were the main characters? 

 What were the main ideas in this story? 

 What happened at the beginning/middle/end? 

 Why did ‘x’ behave that way?  

 Who was your favourite character and why?  

 Could the book be better? If so how?  

 Does it remind you of other stories that you have read? 
 

Giving reasons and explanations (inference -reading between the lines, what is really being said 

and deduction – looking for clues in the text)  

 How do you think the mouse felt when he met the Gruffalo?  

 How did Red Riding Hood know that he wasn’t Grannie?  

 How did the character’s feelings change? 

 How does the author link the end of the story to the beginning?  

 Why does the author use the word_____? 

 Which words help the reader imagine_____? 

 What is the main purpose of this text?  
 

 
 

 

Book introduction 

 Who is the author? 

 What do you think this story is going to be about?  

 Does the blurb give us any more clues? 

 Who do you think the characters are going to be? 

 Have you read any other books by the same author?  
                                                        

 

 

 

Helping a child to grasp reading and comprehension skills is one of the most important ways in which you can support your child at home.  Here are some suggestions you might 

like to follow when supporting your child in developing their understanding of the text.  

 

 

Tips for supporting the development of comprehension skills 

Don’t give up on the bedtime story, even if your 
child is a good reader. The more stories and 
books your child hears, the more they will want 
to read.  
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